
Remembrance Sunday
Posted by Jack - 2007/11/11 21:21
_____________________________________

Old soldiers never die...



Today is a special day. 



Sadness and joy all mixed up.



Most days, old soldiers will wake up in the middle of the night and remember.



Perhaps Kipling's poem say's it all:



"Have you news of my boy Jack?"



Not this tide.

"When d’you think that he’ll come back?"

Not with this wind blowing, and this tide.

"Has any one else had word of him?"

Not this tide.

For what is sunk will hardly swim,

Not with this wind blowing, and this tide.





"Oh, dear, what comfort can I find?"

None this tide,

Nor any tide,

Except he did not shame his kind—

Not even with that wind blowing, and that tide.





Then hold your head up all the more,

This tide,

And every tide;

Because he was the son you bore,

And gave to that wind blowing and that tide!



Link to Wiki



All that we needed was more artillery ammunition to blast those clearly located machine-guns, and some fresh infantry to
take over from the weary and depleted 'Jocks.' But, alas, neither ammunition nor reinforcements were immediately
available, and the great opportunity passed.



(From Warner, Philip. The Battle of Loos. Hertfordshire: Wordsworth Editions Limited, 1976: 1-2).



Over 50,000 soldiers fell, some gassed, a lot more blasted apart.

============================================================================

Re:Remembrance Sunday
Posted by Jack - 2007/11/14 20:59
_____________________________________

The History Channel (UK) is showing a program called "Britain's Boy Soldiers".



The program states that over 2,500 boys under the age of 18 were killed and many more injured at the Battle of Loos,
1915.



Kipling's son Jack was only just 18 when he went MIA.



18,000 boy soldiers were killed at the first Battle of the Somme, 1916.



According to the website of Human Rights Watch as of July 2007:



"In over twenty countries around the world, children are direct participants in war. Denied a childhood and often

FireBoard - AskJack Free Interesting Stuff FireBoard Forum Component version: 1.0.4 Generated: 20 November, 2008, 20:47



subjected to horrific violence, an estimated 200,000 to 300,000 children are serving as soldiers for both rebel groups and
government forces in current armed conflicts." 



What a sad situation.



September 1970, I joined the British Army at 15 as a boy soldier. However, active service postings were only allowed
after the age of 18.
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